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lIMB professor
named on
Mindtree board

SAMEER RANJAN BAKSHI
Bangalore

MINDTREE on Monday
roped in Indian Institute of
Management  Bangalore
(IIMB), academician pro-
fessor Pankaj Chandra, as
its director in board. Chan-
dra is the latest in the series
of academicians joining
boards ef IT firms.

Indian IT firms, aim to be
world class in terms of tal-
ents and quality, are being
guided by lessons from uni-
versities and academicians.

Professor Chandra 1s the
second academician cur-
rently serving Mindtree
board, top IT majors TCS,
Infosys and Wipro are al-
ready enriched with the
huge research experiences
of academicians, with In-

fosys leading the pack.
o & sumpeerrbukshi

@mydigita Ifc.com
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‘Semester system for
UG courses at Jamia

Jamia Millia Islamia VC Najeeb Jung
talks about implementing the semester

system and elaborates on other plans

Barima Upadhyay
u garima.upadhyay@hindustantimes.com

Why has the univarsity decided to
shift to semester-based learning?
The semester system is not
new to Jamia. For long, we
have had a semester system
at research levels - the MPhil
course work stage, for
instance. We have also been
successfully running a semes-
ter system in the faculty of
engineering and technology
for several years now.
Besides, two years ago we
implemented the semester
system at the postgraduate
level and all our postgraduate
programmes run in the
semester mode now.
Therefore, shifting to the
semester mode has not been
a recent step for our universi-
ty. However, what must be
added is that there are sever-
al advantages of the semester
system such as continuous
assessment, possibility of
tweaking courses keeping the
level of students in mind, in
other words making it more
student-centric. In any case,
it is a universal practice,
which is followed in all parts
of the world. It {s not some-
thing entirely new to us.

How will the university benefit from
the new model?

We have seen the benefits of ~

the semester system in our
university. Rather than bur-
dening the students once a
year with evaluation etc, the
semester system helps us
spread the process of learn-
ing and evaluation evenly all
through the year. There is
greater engagement with the
teaching-learning process in
a semester system with class
participation and continuous
assessments being an inte-

gral part of it. It also offers
flexibility as compared to the
annual system and offers stu-
dents the possibility of opting
for courses in cognate disci-
plines and developing a mul-
tidisciplinary approach to
their object of study. It makes
the process of learning all the
more intensive,

What changes has the curriculum
witnessed? Which courses have
heen restructurad?

Needless to say that with
semesterisation, one needs to
adopt the whole philosophy of
semesterisation which entails
not just restructuring the
curricula but also modes of
assessment, preparation of
study material ete. My facul-
ty members have been
engaged in this process for
the last couple of years and
have deliberated over the
structure of the curricula.
This process has also given
them a chance to rethink the
objectives of their field of
study. It has given them an

Continued on page 2
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opportunity to revisit questions
such as pedagogical methods to be
adopted, updating course curricula
keeping in mind changing trends
across the world, including several
new areas of study, adopting newer
techniques of evaluation, looking at
newer sources of information ete.
Allin all, it has been a period of
churning and [ am sure it will bear
fruits in the years to come.

Will the semesters be implemented in
phases?

‘We are going to introduce it at the
undergraduate level in July this
year. We have made necessary
preparations for that. My teachers
have been working hard for the last
couple of years to make the transi-
tion as smooth as possible from an
annual mode to the semester mode
for undergraduate courses. It must
be added that they have experience
of the semester mode at the post-
graduate level, which has helped
their decisions. :

How has the faculty responded to the
change?

The faculty has made a very smooth
transition from the annual to the
semester mode. They have made all
the preparations required for this
switch. They have learnt from each
other and have adopted the best
practices followed in our university

and elsewhere. It has been a period
of a lot of hard work for them but
this process will go on to necessarily
benefit the student community.

Delhi University's experiment with the
semester system is yet to bear frults. Do
you think the shift is geing to benefit the
student community? How?

Jamia Millia Islamia has a com-
pletely different structure. Unlike
Delhi University, which offers affili-
ation to 80-odd colleges, Jamia
does not have affiliating colleges
and therefore, the numbers that
one is dealing with are completely
different in the two universities, All
our departments and centres are
independent and run their own
courses. They can devise their own
syllabi, their own mode of evalua-
tion ete - it allows them the flexi-
bility needed in a semester system.
I am sure an intensive engagement
with one's object of study spread all
through the year will certainly ben-
efit the students and the teaching-
learning process in general.

Besidas, the semester system, what are
the other plans of the university for 2012?

We are going to launch new pro-
grammes in Afghanistan studies
and China studies besides setting
up a new centre in nanosciences
and nanotechnology in the coming
days.
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The fully-funded awards for
® Indian students have been

' launched to celebrate the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

HT Education
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Varsities, institutes to share knowledge on Web

HT Correspondent
medtorbhopakBhindustanimes com

BHOPAL: Now universities, tech-
nical and medical institutions
across Madhya Pradesh are going
to share worldwide knowledge in
their respective fields. It will
become possible through bring-
ing various institutions of the
Unionand State governments on
asingle platform by interlinking
them with internet. In the series,
National Knowledge Network
(NKN) and Point of Presence
(PoP) are being launched from

Wednesday. On the same day, a
workshop will aslo be held so that
the concerning institutions can
share views in this connection.
Seience and technology min-
ister Kailash Vijayvargiya will
launch the National Knowledge
Network developed under the
aegis of Central Government's
National Information Centre
(NIC) at 9 am and its Madhya
Pradesh units at Vindhyachal
Bhavan near Mantr: |].|w Soon
after it, chief secretary Avani
Vaish will inaugurate a one-cday
workshop at the Academy of

Administration ot 10 am,

State government is partici-
pating in this process with the
objective of getting its various
technical, medical and adminis-
trative institutions updated for
internet sharing under its
Information Technology Policy:
For this purpose, government has
made 1600 square foot space
available in Vindhyachal Building
and has also given NOC for Local
Area Network (LAN).

Under National Knowledge
Network, institutions of science,
technology, higher education,

healtheare, agriculture and
administration are being brought
on a single platform for sharing
worldwide knowledge, At pres-
ent, a total of 700 institutions
including 33 of Madhya Pradesh
have been linked with the net-
work. The institutions of M inj-
tially linked with the network
include Barkatullah University,
Bhoj Open University, DAV,
Indore, SP'S University, Rewa,

Jiwaji University, Gwalior, Vikram
University, U_u'un Maharishi
Mahesh Yogi Vaidik
Vishwavidyalaya, Chitrakoot

University, Agriculture
University, Jabalpur-and Gwalior
ete. In MP, virtual classrooms
have been set up at 1T, Indore
and Gandhi Medical College,
Bhopal under the network. This
facility will also be made avail-
able soon to MANIT and ISER.

Besides, national-level institu-
tions of the state including 1T,
1M, MANIT, NJA, DAE, DRDE,
SPA, IISER & NLIU have also
been linked with this networle All
the medical and ayurvedic col-
legesof the stote will also be linked
with the network in future.
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stal park to come up
in Indore, IIT in Bhopal

HT Correspondent

H editorbhopal@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: Industries minister
Kailash  Vijayvargiya on
Tuesday announced setting up
of Indian Institute of
Information Technology (11T
in Bhopal and a erystal park in
Indore. He was replying to a
debate on demand of grants of
his department in the assembly.

Vijayvargiya said that the OIT
would cost Rs 128 erore to the
state exchequer and 50 acre for
the purpose has already been
allotted by the government. The
HIT will also have a computer
training centre. An I'T erystal
park will also take shape in
Indore soon, he added.

He said that I'T erystal park
would come into existence in
Apriland some 5000 people will
getjobsthere. He said that addi-
tional 50,000 jobs would be gen-
erated by the industries which
come into existence in next five
years and 15 to 20 I'T companies
operating from Indore would
have a substantial share in it.

Vijayvargiya further said that
abio-technology park would also
be developed in Indore with pub-
lic participation. He said that
the government would avail loan
itselfto accelerate the develop-
ment of Delhi-Mumbai indus-
trial corridor and Ratlam would
also be involved in the project
as Indore. A gems-jewellery
park would also come into exis-
tence in Indore soon.

He said functioning of MP
Laghu Udyog Nigam (MPLUN)
was being overhauled and a
more transparent process was
being introduced under which
a company would be able to
start supply of its goods after
registration with MPLUN.

Vijayvargiya said that a
recent Centre for Monitoring of
Indian Economy (CMIE) report
has placed Madhya Pradesh on
fifth position in terms of invest-
ment in industrial sector. An
amount of Rs 5040 crore would
be spent more on industrial
development of the state in next
five years, he said.

= MLAs Pachilal Meda and Kalpana Parulekar showing the copy of
FIR against Hypercity on assembly premises on Tuesday
PRAVEEN BAJPAI/HT

GOVT WILL GET
BACK SUGAR
MILL LAND

BHOPAL: Industries ministe
Kailash Vijayvargiyaassured th
House that the governmer
would leave no stone unturne
in retrieving the land of a sug:
mill at Daloda in Mandsaur th:
was auctioned years ago.

In reply to Congress ML
Mahendra Singh Kalukheda
question, Vijayvargiya said tk
government would also go ahe:
and engage a private lawyer,
necessary, to get back the sai
land. During a discussion on tt
issue, Kalukheda alleged that th
said land was worth nearly T
500 crore, but had been auctione
for merely Rs five crore. The mi
ister said a high-power commi
tee had been formed and base
on its report, the governmen
would take further action. H1

No compensation for damage
to crops in Surkhi: Minister

HT Correspondent

H editorbhopal @hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: Expressing dissatisfac-
tion over the reply given by the
state government in the matter
of crop damage because of cold,
Congress MLAs staged a walk-
out from the assembly.
Raising the matter through
a call attention motion, Govind
Singh Rajput of the Congress
said that Rabi crops during the
ongoing season had been dam-
aged because of extreme cold
in Surkhi Vidhan Sabha seg-
ment. He said that the farmers
are already under pressure
since they have taken loans for
buying seed and fertilisers and
have also been facing shortage

of electricity. He said that the
state government should
announce compensation for
damage to crops as this would
reduce some of the burden on
farmers.

Replying to the motion, rev-
enue minister Karan Singh
Verma said that after reports
that extreme cold had damaged
crops, surveys were undertak-
en in Sagar district of which
Surkhi is a part. He said that
crops have been damaged but
not destroyed.

During surveys, it was found
that dew had damaged crops
to the extent of 10-20% and in
Rahatgarh tehsil, crops were
damaged to the extent of
10-15%.

He said that as per th
Revenue Book Circular; con
pensation is payable only whe
damage is 25% or more. E
added that electricity is beir
provided as per the schedu
worked out by the energ
department and there are r
reports of fake fertiliser or seec
being sold.

He said that after harvestir
of crops is over, the extent (
damage to crops can I
assessed and if eligible farmel
can be paid insurance amou
for damage. Govind Singh sa
that no officials visited the vi
lages to carry out a survey.

Congress MLAs then stage
a walkout expressing dissati
faction with the reply.
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